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To Calvinists and Arminians. 


Brethren,--In a former communication I endeavored 
to call your attention to certain things, in which your 
manner of proceeding, seems to partake of that wisdom 
of this world, which is foolishness with God. In this, 
I will attempt to set before you other things, which will 
go to strengthen the opinion, which charity would mest 
gladly disallow, did this come within the circle of her 
most benevolent dictates, that your manner of preach- 
ing, and the points of faith, to which you require as- 
sent, as a condition of salvation, are dishonorable to 
God, a contradiction to the scriptures, a denial of sound 
reason, contradictory in themselves, and unmercifal in 
their natural effects in the human mind. 

lst. Dishonorable to God. You, whoare Calvinists, 
bold and preach, that the all-wise Creator predestinat- 
ed whatever comes to pass; which includes the idea, 
that he determined every sin and the cause cf every 
sin which moral agents ever have or ever will commit. 
Also that He elected some of the human family, from 
all eternity, to everlasting life, and predestinated all the 
rest to endless misery for their sins; and yet you hold 
that those who were elected were as great sinners as 
those who were reprobated, and that they deserved 
God's wrath and curse forever, the same as those who 
are destined to endure it. This sentiment is dishonora- 
ble to God ; for it charges him with having created 
moral beings with a design which to them is infinite 
cruelty. He predestemajed that they should sin, that 
he might justly punish them for it forever. He is the 
sole author of all the crimes for which he makes his 
creatures unspeakably miserable eternally. You have 
been called upon thousands of times to endeavor to re- 
concile al] this to the understanding and reason of men, 
but you have never done it. You have denied the di- 
vine Creator every moral excellence and presented his 
character in the most disgusting features which your 
imagination could possibly invent; and then to con- 
summate the shocking absurdity, you require people to 
love this character as a condition of everlasting salva- 
tion! If you would use your reason, in this case, you 
would, at once, see that your doctrine is dishonorable 
to God. And indeed itis very evident that the most 
of you have discovered the fact which is bere stated, 
for you try to hide those sentiments by every possible 
guise you are masters of, taking care, at the same time, 
to secure to yourselves an escape from the imputation 
of being Arminians. 

You, who are Arminians, hold to the same doctrine 
as do the Calvinists, only you dress it up in so different 
a garb, that you really think it is not the same. 

You will not allow that the divine Being decreed 





many of the human family would refuse all the offers of 
grace and be forever miserable, and the Calvinists say 
that what God knew he decreed. What is the differ- 
ence? You allow that God, knowing that if he brought 
mankind into existence, such and so many would be 
eternally miserable, yet he brought mankind into exist- 
ence and what he knew must inevitably take place.— 
Is not this character of God just the same as that given 
him by Calvinists? Is it not equally as dishonorable 
to God, and shocking to humanity ? 

Suppose we talk this subject in the following familiar 
simile. Your little child has fallen into the fire and 
is so badly burned that to save its life is impossible. I 
ask you how this so grievous catastrophe happened. — 
You inform me that it happened in one of the two fyllow- 
ing ways, and that | may accept of that which | think 
represents you in the best and fairest character. 1. You 
built the fire, very near to which you placed an attract- 
ing temptation which you knew would influence your 
child to attempt to obtain it, in the act of which it 
would fall into the Gre; but you cautioned the child 
against the temptation and solemnly warned it by all 
means not to go nigh it; yet at the first you knew the 
whole result. Or 2. You determined the child should 
be burned and built the fire and placed the temptation 
for this purpose, perfectly knowing and designing the 
result. What must | conclude in thiscase? My con- 
clusion is, that what you call two ways for accounting 
for this affair is, in fact but one. If you think other- 
wise, answer me these questione ; What did you pre- 
pare this fre for? What did you place the temptation 
near it for? What did you warn the child for? Fither 
you must say, that you did all this without any inten- 
tion or you must say that you intended what you knew 
would be the result. 

Now if you Calvinists and Arminians would pause, 
and discontinue your contentions against each other, 
until you could discover the real difference in your 
doctrines, you weuld discontinue your contentions for- 
ever. You both dishonor our heavenly Father, and re- 
present him in a character, at which the most heartless 
tyrant, who ever disgraced authority, would recoil]! 


2. Acontradiction to the seriptures. The scriptures 
abundantly teach what the two following passages as- 
sert; ** The Lord is good te all and his tender mercies 
are over all his works—God our Saviour will have all 


men to be saved and to come unto the knowledge of 


the truth.” Brethren, I will take the term, which you 
think is the least offensive, and ask you, what proprie- 
ty there is in pretending, that the Creator's tender mer- 
cies are over those, who he knew from aj] eternity 
would be forever tormented in hell? When he built 
that awful, dismal pit of endless burnings, will you say 
that he was exercised with tender mercies towards 
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they should be saved? A moment's calm reflection of 
this subject would be of incalculable worth to you al!. 

3. That these sentiments, which you advocate, are « 
denial of sound reason, contradictory in themselves, 
and unmerciful in their natural consequences in the hi 
man mind is evident; for what reason have we for the 
belief that infinite wisdom and power sre combined in 
the Deity for purposes of infinite cruéity ? And what is 
more contradictory than the notion of God's either 
knowing or decreeing the endless ruin of his creatures 
and of his using pretended means to prevent it? Or 
lastly, what can affect the human mind more onmerci- 
fully than euch cruelty as you represent in the Father 
of our spirits ? 

And after all this gross abomination has been taught 
for ages, and you have seen its evil consequences of 
contention, persecution, unkindness and hatred, and 
after you have seen the torment which these wicked 
sentiments have caused in the hearts of millions of the 
most innocent and harmless of our race, you will still 
persist in the ungodly error, rather than honor your 
Creator, Preserver, and Redeemer by repenting of and 
forsaking your sins. And, brethren, I bluch to add, 
what I mentioned before, you have the indecency even 
now, to call the doctrine of God's impartial goodness, 
a licentious doctrine ! H. B. 


——a 0: 0 ae 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


To J. B¥****, 


Dear Sir,—I! am really pleased that you are disposed 
to drop the controversy between us, as I am fully sen- 
sible that the public will derive no advantage from its 
being continued. The grounds of the debate are be- 
fore the public, and they can judge of the merits on 
both sides. I am also glad that you did not offer any 
farther justiGcation of your interpretations of the passa~ 
| ges in dispute, as, on this acconnt, | am relieved from 
| needless labor. 

There are a few things, however, in your Jast, which 
require notice. You say, ** Had you understood me 





according to my obvious meaning, you would have seen 
that the Sodom which is to be restored, is a land, or 
i city, including the buildings and imhabitants, according 
‘lo your own construction. Whether | was right in un- 
_ derstanding your demand, for me to show a single 
| insiance where a cily or land does not include the land 
‘and buildings with the inhabilants,” is left for the read- 
,er to judge. As to this being my own consiruclion, in 
| 
' deny it. : 


{ 
i the case of Sodom which is to be restored, | positively 
It appears that we now have your idea of the restora- 


























those, who he Anew would suffer endlessly in it? And! , ‘ 
do you not know that it is a denial of the testimony | tion of Sodom, ploinly stated. You think that, in the 


hat God will have all men to be saved, to say that he place where ancient Sodom was situated, a similar city 
will again be built, and the same old inhabitants (for I 
presume you will not say, that it willbe their descend- 
ants) will possess it! Onur readers may now judge 
which interpretation of the prophecy, yours or mine, is 


whatsoever comes to pass, you deny that he foreordain- | 
ed the sin for which he will render his creatures forever | 
miserable; and you will not allow that he elected | t , 
some to everlasting life and reprobated the rest to end-, de/ermined or knew from all eternity that they should 
Jess sufferings ; but at the same time you say, that God OF would not? Sak 

perfectly knew from all eternity every sin that would | Have you, who are Calvinists, boldness enough to 
in time be committed. He knew also how many of Come before your congregations, and tell the. people 
the human family would comply with the conditions of that God wills the saivation of those whom he predes-j «he most rational. 

salvation, and how many would not, and who and how | tinated to endless torment? Or that God’s tender You imagine that my interpretation presents a sole- 
many would be saved, and who and how many would mereies cre over those whom he has thus ordained to | cis, in making the prophet to speak of the daughter 
be lost. Now if you will consent to have the veil that Wrath? Cun you, who are Arminians bring yourselves | or daughters of a people. 1 shall not spend time to an- 
is over your faces remot ed, you will see, at once, that | to atate plainly, to your hearers, that God's tender swer this, as every man of reading well knows that this 
your doctrine is the same as the Calvinistas What} mercies are over all such as he, from all eternity knew! je a common figure of speech, both in the bible and 





mekes the diference? You say that God knew that se! Would be forever miserable? And that it is his will that’ other writings. 
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You have given something of a labored disquisition 
on the nature and mode of the soul’s existence in a fu- 
tyre state. I have read several learned treatises on 
this subject, but in none of these have | found such a 
pretension to an accurate knowledge of the soul as you 
appearto have. But after all of your labor on the sub- 
ject, you bave not made it appear that the soul, if it 
exists in a conscious state beyond death, is incapable of 
any saffering. Thie you must do, before you can argue 
any thing from the nafure of the soul against a future 
misery. All your references to the state of mankind 
when they sbull share in an immortal resurrection, are 
foreign to our present subject ; unless you can prove, 
that the resurrection, of which St. Paul speaks to the 
Corinthians, takes place in respect to every individual, 
immediately upon the article of death. This! presume 
yon are unable to do. 

Now, my dear sir, | am willing to submit the contro- 
versy to our readers. This makes an equal number of 
communications with yours, and [ am willing bere to 
end the correspondence. But if you write again, | 
shall fee} myself at liberty to rejoin. 

Before 1 close, however, | have a few words to offer 
respecting “ HI. B.’s”’ stepping into our controversy. 
What could be his object in addressing ** Mareus?”— 
If he wished to obtrude himself into the controversy, 
why did he not propose his questions to me? Why 
this indirect attack, as though the public would exon- 
erate him from the charge of unmanly interference, by 
addressing his communication to a third man? If he 
wished to know at what time the Sodomites were or 
are to be restored, why did he not propose the ques- 
tion to me, and wait for my answer, before he took it 
for granted, that | believe they were restored at the 
rery time when Christ preached to the spirits im prison ? 
If be bad done thus, I could have saved him the trou- 
ble of making all his erroneous conclusions afterwards. 

If he had asked me how I apply the prophecy of Eze- 
kiel to a state between this mortal and that immortal 
state, mentioned by St. Paul to the Corinthians, | 
should have told him, that I consider the resurrection 
there spoken of, as a fulure event, and that he is una- 
ble to prove that it is past, or that it takes place at 
death. 

If H. B. had told me that he considered the daugh- 
ters of Sodom, &c. to mean the surrounding cities, | 
should have agreed with him, understanding by cilies, 
the people. See Mat. xi. 20. If he had asked me how 
Sodom, &c. are to be given to Jerusalem for daughters, 
1 should have answered, that it will be done, ** but not 
by thy covenant ;” that is, according to their former 
relation. 

Had he asked me whether! was acquainted with 
Wakefield's translation of 1 Peter iii. 18, 19, 20, 1 
should have told him that I had it in my own library, 
and tbat ] look upon it, wherein he has varied the 
sense from the almost universal rendering, as wholly 
arbitrary and unsupported. His rendering of the pas- 
enge is a specimen of that wretched practice of men, in 
converting the scriptures to the accommodation of their 
preconceived opinions. So far as he bas followed the 
text, leaving out bis supplied words, be has not varied 
the sense from the common rendering. For these sup- 
plymenfs he has not given the Jeast support. If H. B. 
is disposed to credit this novel and unsupported ver- 
sion, in preference to the otherwise unanimous transla- 
tions of the passage, | see not but that his mind will be 

prepared to follow Mr. Wakefield implicitly. 

Wishing you much success in your researches after 
truth. Lam, déar sir, yours, &e. J. Ww. 





Casskt,, JUNE 25.—An extraordinary and melancho- 
ly event took place lately at Wubern, three leagues 
from hence. A Protestant Minister shot himself through 
the head in the pulpit, at the moment when he was a- 
bout to commence his sermon. The unfortunate man 
had for some time involved bimself in an excess of mys- 

‘ticism, which probably deranged his mind,— Centinel. 
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, Mesers. Editors,—I am sorry | was so unfortanate ip 
the choice and arrangement of words, as to collvey no 
“ definite meanimg’’ in my question to W, D***, but 
as 1 profess not to be a linguist, he will excuse my blun- 
dering, and awkward style. 1 will not promise to be 
uuderstoed in this attempt, but as it will cost but amo- 
ment of time, | wil! venture the experiment,—for | cer- 
tainly mean something, although I cannot convey it to 
the understanding of my candid friend. 1 will, there- 
fore, propose my question in another shape, in hopes 
that he will be able to affix a ‘definite meaning” to it. 
Well, then, “If Corah, Datban, and Abiram, when 
swallowed up in the bowels of the earth, for rebellion 
against the Lord, were instantly ushered into glory,— 
how were they saved by the Son of God, who lived 
not, until so many hundred years afterward ?” Should 
you be able to decipher my meaning from this form of 
the question, 1 shall be gratified in seeing your 
reply. B. Sttteeee, 
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To the Rey. H. B. 


Dear Sir,—I have attentively examined your letter 
addressed to Marcus on the subject in discussion be- 
tween me and brother J. W., and wish to submit a few 
queries in regard to a portion of it which you appear to 
consider of considerable importance, viz. Wakefield’s 
translation of 1 Peter iii. 17—20. This rendering of 
the scripture in question is supposed to obviate a diffi- 
culty respecting the persons, to whom Christ preached 
by the spirit after being put to death in the flesh, 
being the same who were disobedient in the time of 
Noah, as the common translation seems to indicate. | 
am not sufficiently versed in the Greek language to 
criticise this translation of Wakefield’s; but I question 
his authority for rendering pneumasi by the English 
word minds. Pneuma, and its derivatives, | believe is 
rendered wind or spirit, generally, in the New-Testa- 
ment; and | supposed it did not exactly signify mind. 
Thus, Eph. iv. 23, ** spirit of your mind” is pneumati 
for spirit, and noos for mind. Such expressions as spirit 
of the mind, and mind of the epirit, which occur in the 
scriptures, do not seem to accord with the idea that 
spirit is mind, or spirits minds. But be this as it may, 
it only affects the question in so far as it may go to 
prove that the minds to which Christ preached, by the 
spirit, were not the minds of those who were disobed- 
ient in Noah’s time. According to this translation of 
Wakefield’s itself, the minds preached to were the 
minds of men ‘** who were also Lard to be convinced in 
former times; as when the patience of God continued 
waiting in the days of Noah;’? so that I do not see 
that it obviates any difficulty that might be supposed 
to rest on this subject. I do not see that there is any 
more difficulty, in the expression * spirits in prison, 
which sometime were disobedient when once the long 
suffering of God waited in the days of Noah,” than 
** minds of men in prison who were also hard to be con- 
vinced in former times, as when the patience of God 
continued waiting in the days of Noah.” Neither dol 
see that there is any more difficulty in this instance 
than there is in many others of a similar kind in the 
scriptures. 1 do not see but it accords with other rep- 
resentations in scripture to consider the minds, or spir- 
its of men in prison, eighteen hundred years ago, as the 
minds or spirits of men who were disobedient in Noah’s 
time. How does this representation differ from that 
respecting David in the 37th of Ezekiel? When the 





| Jews come to be restored, according to that prophecy, 


David is to be their prince. Their restoration is un- 
doubtedly yet future; but when the tribes are made 
‘fone nation in the Jand upon the mountains of Israel” 
David ie to be thgirprince. Is there any more difficulty 
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in supposing the spirits, or minds of the antédiluvians 
were found, say in the Gentiles, after Christ was put to 
death in the flesh, than ia supposing the spirit or mind 
of David will be found in the king of Israel when their 
restoration shall have taken place? David will have 
been dead, perhaps, three fhousand years ; bat, not- 
withstanding that, he will be the prince over the house 
of Israel according to the prophecy. St. Paul also 
itreating of the rejection and restoration of the Jew 
| speaks of them as the same persons, although, perhaps, 
two thousand years may divide the two events, They 
were cast away from the gospel about 1800 years ago, 
and they are not as yet received again; yet those who 
are to be thus received are represented as the same per- 
sons who were cast away. Sce Rom. xi. 15, ** Yor if 
the casting away of them be the reconciling of the 
world, what shall the receiving of them be but life from 
the dead?” Being thus received, it is said, ** And so 
all Israel shall be saved.” Query. Will any part of 
Israel be in existence in some other world when all Is- 
rael are saved by being brought to embrace the gospel? 
When all Israel are ** sanctified and cleansed, in the 
land upon the mountains of Israc]?”» Ez. xxxvii. and 
Rom. xi. And will not Christ be then preached to, 
and accepted by, the spirits or minds of those who once 
** contradicted and blasphemed, and judged themselves 
unworthy of everlasting life?” Acts xiii. 45, 46. Are 
not the souls of them that were heheaded, &c. and who 
are to live and reign with Christ a thousand years on 
the earth, (Rev. xx. 4.) to be the souls, minds, or spir- 
its of those who had existed many centuries previous to 
this event? Are not those who were represented te St, 
John as singing *‘ a new song, saying, Thou art worthy 
to take the book, &c. for thou hast redeemed us to 
God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, 
and people, and nation, and bast made us unto our God 
kings and priests, and we shall reign on the earth,” the 
spirits or minds of persons who had formerly existed? 
Rev. v. 9,10, Had not John Baptist the spirit or mind 
of Elias, in a sense which rendered it proper for Christ 
to assert that he was Elias? Mat. xi. 14. Is it any 
more unscriptural to consider the people to whom Christ 
preached by the spirit, after his crucifixion, as possess- 
ing the minds or spirits of the antediluvians, than for 
Christ to say John Baptist was Elias? If not J see no 
need of Wakefield’s translation of the scripture in ques- 
tion, however just it may be. And, if it affords any 
relief in the case to which you would apply it, we shal! 
have the same difficulty (if it be one) to encounter in 
such cases as | have referred to. 


Should you feel willing to offer some remarks in re- 
ply to the above queries and suggestions it would great- 
ly oblige one who has been much entertained and in- 
structed by your writings, and one who entertains for 
your talents the highest respect. 





It can be no advantage to any of us to retain or sup- 
port error, and wherever assistance can be rendered in 


acquiring truth I consider the highest obligation to be 
conferred. 


lam, therefore, your much obliged and affectionate 
friend and brother. J. Reeser, 


P. S. I have not understood brother J. W. nor other 
Restorationists, as supposing the spirits in prison, te 
whom Christ preached, as immediately receiving their 
liberty in consequence. If they have so considered the 
subject, as your letter to Marcus implies, | think they 
were not under the necessity of so doing. ‘The preach- 
ing of Christ to the Jews did not effect the immediate 
liberation of their spirits from prison, and where is the 
‘necessity of supposing it should the spirits of the ante- 
diluvians, even though their imprisonment be in the une 
seen state ? J.B. 





To do evil for evil, is human corruption ; to do good 
for good, is civil retribution ; but to do good for evil, is 
) Christian perfection, 
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-80, | shall love my brother whom I have seen. 








UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


. be 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





“ Thou hast a name that thou liv- 
est, and art dead.””—Reyv. iii. 1. 


All men approve of righteousness, though many do 
not practice it. Every man has something, on account 
of which he is disposed to justify himself, and hopes to 
be accepted of God. But very few, for any length of 
time, dispair of divine mercy. 

Some think that God will be partial towards them- 
selves, and will pardon their offences of bis free grace 
and give them eternal life. Some suppose that God 
will treat all bis sinful creatures alike, punish or reward 
them according to their works in this world, and give 
them all eternal life in Christ Jesus, in the coming state, 
beyond the grave. Others may hope to draw the prize, 
as they say their prayers, read the bible, go to meeting, 
and talk upon religious subjects. Others may expect 
heavenly glory, becau:e they pay their debts, give | 
something of little value to the poor, and have so much 
morality as te gain the esteem of their neighbors, Oth- 
ers think themselves orthodox, according to some pop-! 
ular creed; they embrace the truth; they contend | 
earnestly for the faith ; they belong to some cbristian | 
church, and eat, and drink at the Lord’s table. Others 
think that they have yielded to the strivings of God’s 
spirit, improved the grace given them, bearkened to 
the calls of divine providence, and obeyed the preach- 
ed gospel. Others think that they have been convict- 
ed, converted, justified, and sanctified; that they have 
experienced religion, and by faithfulness, they shall 
obtain eternal salvation. Some may comfort them- 
selves with the Lope ef endless happiness, on the ground, 
that they are prudent, industrious, temperate persons, 
who take care of what they have, and get what they 
ean. In these, and various other ways, people are 
comforting themselves, that they are doing God service, 
or at least, are not doing very bad, and so shall] obtain 
happiness hereafter, But may not all these have a 
name, that they live and be dead? Who then can be 
saved. 

God is love. Heé requires love. He has manifested 
his love. Leve to God and man, js the fulfilling of the 
law of God. The gift of Christ to save sinners, is a 
display of God's love. Love produces happiness. 
Heaven is a world of love. God sheds abroad love in 
the hearts of men. Love unites and blesses every con- 
nexion in life. Love makes husbands and wives hap- 
py. Love sweetens the family circle. Love gives 
peace and joy to allsocieties. Likeness toGod, would 
make happy nations, and a happy world. Love is life. 
God is life. He that dwells in love dwells in God, and 
God in bim. Such have life. All those, who have not 
the love of God in them are dead. ‘They are dead in 
sin; spiritually dead. Now all, of every name, who 
have not love, have no true religion. They may think 
that they are christians, they may be esteemed to be 
christians, they may have a name, that they live, but 
they are dead. 

Do I love a God of love, whom I have not seen? If 
I shall 
Jove Christ the beloved Son of God. ** Whom having 
not seen we love, in whom though now we see him not 
yet believing, we rejoice with joy unspeakable and full 
of glory.” Dol thus love Jesus Christ? If so, then I 
shall love hiscommands. His yoke will be easy, and 
his burden light. His commands will not be grievous. 
Do | love my enemies with pity and good will? If so, 
then I shall not hate and hurt them. If 1 love righte- 
ousness, | shall aim to make them do right. If I love 
holiness, | shall do all in my power to make others 
holy. Hf I thus love God, and Christ, and brethren and 
enemies, | shall be happy in mind. If T am happy in 
tiuis way, I shall do all in my power to make others 


iove designs it. How happy will God's rational offspring 
be, when they shall love God, and one another to all 
eternity. SEEK TROTIL, 
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A short Conference between a 
UnivERSALIST AND A METHODIST. 


Uni. My friend, I suppose you hold that God will 
have some of mankind to be wicked and miserable to 
all eternity. 

Meth. Such is my belief. Sol anderstand the scrip- 
tures. Bunt | suppose you think, God will fually make 
al] mankind holy and happy. 

U. Certainly. Such is my hope. And J see not how 
a benevolent being can rejoice in any other hope. You 
hope to be saved yourself. What do you think will 
distinguish you from others? 

M. God would have all men to be saved. Christ 
died for all. The Spirit strives with all. Alt have at, 
least one talerit of grace, or initial salvation. If they 
will improve that, they shall be saved. hope I have 
improved the free grace of God. Now if! prove faith- 
ful unto death, I shall obtain eternal life. 

U. Then sir, you expect tc merit endless blessedness 
by your good works, or yourown exertions. Shall you 
not have reason to glory in yourself, and thank your- 
self for accepting eternal salvation ? 

M. No. God must have all the glory. But mine is 
the boundless bliss. If other sinners will not improve 
the grace of God given them, it will be their own fault, 
if they perish. God Jeaves men to act as they please. 
If they will choose life, they shall live, if they will not, 
they must die eternally, 

U. Do you not see, my friend, that you expect heav- 
en by your own works, or the improvement you make 
of grace ? Can you think that your works, or improve- 
ments, merit or deserve so great a reward as endless 
felicity and glory. 

M. Such, I understand, to be God’s method of sav- 
ing lost man. And this is what makes a true Methodist, 
to follow God’s method. It is not of any merit or de- 
sert, but of God’s grace, and the improvement of the 
power he has given me. 

U. As others have the grace and power as well as 
you, I do not see but they may improve it, and get to 
heaven as well as you. If they do not, surely you may 
glory over them. 

M. 1 do not think it will mar my happiness, to see 
them in the prison of hell to all eternity. If they will 
not do as well as J, they deserve to be eternally 
damned. 

U. Does not Paul say, it is not of werks lest any man 
should boast? Does he not say, by grace are ye sav- 
ed? Does he not set grace and works in opposition ?~ 
Do you not unite them? or rather, do you not make 
the works of the creature, the thing that turns the 
scale? God's grace holds the scale, and man puts in 
the weight that turnsit. Now you do not admit with 
the Calvinist, that grace turns the scale as well as bal- 
atices it. 

M. No. I would sooner become a Universalist, than 
a Calvinist. It is abominable, to hold that God has de- 
creed some for salvation, and others for damnation, 
without any regard to foreseen faith and good works. 

U. Do you think sir, that God foreknew, bow his 
creatures would act, before he made them? Or did be 
know certainly that if he created a soul, that it would 
be wicked and miserable to al] eternity ? 

M. 1 do not deny God's foreknowledge. 

U. Why did God muke those souls, whieb he cer- 


tainly knew would be always micerable ? 
OBSERVER. 





happy. This | call true religion, This religiow makes 
# man a true christian. Llow desitable to have all men 
thus blessed! How joyful te belicve that a God of | 
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An Objeetion Considered. 


Says one, if wicked men, who die in sin, are immed - 
iately flee from sin and misery, there is no encourage- 
ment to do well, for the wicked fare as Well in this lite, 
as the most pious; yea often much better. 

Answer. Le that loves to do wickedly, rather thor 
to do righteously, is a wicked person. ‘The restraint, 
which prevents him from acting out the desires of his 
heart, only makes him act deceitfully or hypocriticelly. 
As a man thinketh in his beart, sois he. Such is the 
man, God looketh on the heart. According to the 
desires of his beart, such is hischaracter. Fear of end- 
less misery may testrain people from open wickedness. 
And this may be for the good of society. But such 
people should not deceive themselves, nor others, with 
a pretence of good. Such men may be more offensive 
in the sight of God, than careless, indifferent persons, 
who make no profession of goodness. Jesus told the 
church of Laodicea, that he would, that they were cold 
or hot, buf because they were Tukewarm, and neither 
cold, nor hot, be would spew them out of his mouth. 
Yet these person thought themselves rich, and increas- 
ed in spiritual good, and had need of nothing, and knew 
not that they were wretched, and miserable, and poor, 
and blind, and naked.”? Such was the character of 
the Pharisee, who went upin the templeto pray. Suc!) 
was the general character of the persecutors and mur- 
derers of Christ. They had a zeal for God, and went 
about to establish a righteousness of their own, and did’ 
not submit to the righteousness of God. None were 
more righteous in their own eyes. And none are con- 
sidered more wicked, by christians in general. The 
publicans and harlots entered into the kingdom of heav- 
en before them. Let us not deceive ourselves with 
vain pretences to superior goodness. God will not be 
mocked. Those who envy the wicked their happiness, 
must be either very ignorant or wicked themselres, — 
Those who consider their religion a task, either have 
not the religion of Christ, or they are not conforn ed ic 
their own principles. He that isnot conformed to his 
own prinoiples, must condemn himself, and be very 
wretched. Where can more wicked beings be found, 
than those who know their master’s will, and do it nov 
from the heart? According to one’s light and know!- 
edge so is his obligation. And those who sin:against 


the greatest light and knowledge, are the greatest tin- 
ners. 


Further; who lives without sin? If the objector does 
not live without sin, he must die in sin. Because he 
does not entirely cease from sin while he liver. If ut 
death one leaves all his sin, why may not another ?— 
The grace and power of God is not limited. HW some 
wicked persons, who think themselves the most righte- 
ous, may be pardoned, and saved at death, why may 
not less wicked persons, who have no righteousness ,. 
nor self-canceit, be pardoned and saved ? 

The objector, fears for greatsinners. Sodol, Yet 
I would hope in God’s mercy. The greatest sinners 
may ‘be found among those, who have most pride an: 
hypocrisy. But who have more pride than those, w'o 
are proud of their own goodness? Who have more 
wickedness than those, who pretend to great piety, and 
think it a burden, and envy the happiness of harlots ? 

OBSERPER., 
— 6D) a 

The new Bell for the Universalist Meeting House 
lately erected in this place, wae caet by Mr. John P. 
Jackson, of this town. ltstones are exce Mont, and the 
work is altogether highly efeditabje to tle skili aud. in- 
genuity of Mr. J. We understand that a large clock is: 
constructing.to accopipuny the bell,-Previdinee paper.. 


He that preaches grotitude, pleads the canse both pf 





‘© Every word of God is pore: he isa siiield unto 
them that pul their trust in bine” — Prov. aux. 5. 


Gov ond man; for without ii we Com neither be sogiue 
bie, nor religious. —Seneca, 
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Infancy and Mature Age. 
AN APOLOGUF. 
(Men are but children of a larger growth.) 


*T was eight o'clock, and near the fire 
My ruddy little boy was seated, 
And with the title of a sire 
My ears expected to be greeted— 
But vain the thought !—By sleep oppress’d, 
No father there the child desery’d ; 
His head reclin’d upon his breast, 
Or nodding roll’d from side to side. 


“ Let this young rogue be sent to bed’”— 
More | had not time to say, 
When the poor urchin rais’d his head 
To beg that he might longer stay. 
Refus’d; towards rest his steps he bent 
With tearful eye and aching heart ; 
But cleim’d his playthings ere he went, 
And took up stairs his horse and cart. 


For new delay, though oft deny’d, 
He pleaded ;—wildly crav’d the boon ; 
Tho’ past his usual hour, he cried 
At being sent away £0 soon, 
1f stern to him, his grief I shard, 
(Unmov’d who hears his offspring weep ?) 
Of soothing him | half dispair’d ; 
When all his cares arg lost in sleep. 


** Alas! poor infant!’ I exclaim’d, 
** Thy father blushes now to scan, 
In all which he so Jately blam’d, 
The follies and the fears of man. 
The vain regret, the anguish brief, 
Which thou hast known, sent up to bed, 
Pourtrays of man the idle grief, 
When doom’d to slumber with the dead.” 


And more | thought—when up the stairs 
With * Jonging ling’ring looks’’ he crept, 
To mark of man, the childish cares, 
His playthings carefully he kept. 
Thus mortals on life’s later stage, 
When nature claims their forfeit breath, 
tijl grasp at wealth, in pain and age, 
And cling to golden toys in death, 


*Tis morn! and see my smiling boy 
Awakes to hail returning light ; 

To fearless laughter! boundless joy! 
Forgot the tears of yesternight ! 

Thus shall not man forget his wo? 
Eurvive of age and death the gloom? 

Emile at the cares he knew below ? 
And renovated burst the tomb ? 


O, my Creator! when thy will 

Shall stretch this frame on earth's cold bed, 
Let that blest hope sustain me still, 

Till thought, sense, mem’ry—all are fled, 
And grateful for what thou may’st give, 

No tear shall di: my fading eye, 
That "twas thy pleasure f should Jive— 

That?tis thy mandate bids me die. 6. cRABBE. 
— D+ 


Religion is nothing else but the knowledze of the 
most excellent Truths, the contemplation of the most 
glorious objects, and the hope of the most ravishing 
pleasures ; and the practice of such duties as are most 
serviceeble to our happiness, and to out peace, our 
ern our honor, our prosperity, and our elernal wel- 
afe., 
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The Example of Christ. 


Art thon onhappy? in thy grief 
Recall the scrrows Jcsus bore; 

And are thy joys but few and brief? 
Remember him, and weep no more. 


The blooms of friendship death will blight; 
But, when the gath’ring clouds combine, 

Let faith their summits gild with light, 
And check the tear that dares repine. 


When flatt’ries sooth, and hopes allure, 
And pleasures woo with Siren-tone, 

Like him, unmov'd the test endure, 
And bow thy knee to God alone. 


When foes assail, or friends betray, 
Of hatred, of revenge beware ; 
With kindness all their wrongs repay ; 
“ Falher, forgive them,” be thy pray’r. 


Remember Jesus,—how he bore 
Affliction’s weight, temptation’s pow'r ; 
Remember Jesus’ life ;—and more,— 


Remember Jesus’ dying hour / A. M. F. 
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“ The way of transgressors is hard.” 


Of all the injurious mistakes, into which erring man 
has ever fallen, perhaps none have been so pernicious 
in their consequences, or brought so many evils into the 
world, as the popular, and, we may say, orthodox opin- 
ion, that the way of transgressors is pleasant and easy. 

Almost all religionists, of every name under heaven, 
have adopted this article of satan’s creed, and the 
priests and clergy of almost every sect in the world 
have kneeled before it and have unspareingly sacrificed 
and burnt incense on its altar. To guard and support 
the dignity of this fundamental abomination, the clergy 
have contrived the vast furnace in the future world, 
which they call hell. This they describe as being fur- 
nished with all possible means of the most dreadful tor- 
tures, of which imagination can conceive, and kept in 
readinees at all times to receive the souls of those, who 
in this world, walk in the easy ways of sin, and live in 
all the enjoyments of transgression, as soon as their 
breath leaves their bodies. In addition to all this, in 
order to give a lustre to this guile of the eld serpent, 
the clergy have endeavored to set off their imaginary 
heaven in a future world, with every possible beauty 
that can charm an envious eye, and encourage their de- 
luded disciples to hold out and persevere in living in 
torment and misery here, in hopes of seeing their neigh- 
bors in the flames of hell hereafter and of hearing their 
bitter grouns and lamentations. Both priests and peo- 
ple, being taught from childhood this error, are so con- 
firmed in it, that when we endeavor to convince them 
of the mistake, they are surprised, and Jook on us as 
the most dangerous persons living. If we tell them, 
that there is no authority for all their doctrine of a hell 
in the future state, only their foolish traditions, they cry 
out with amazement, and tell us at once, that we hold 
that there is no punishment for sin, and that it is no 
matter what people do if there is not a place of tor- 
ment to punish them hereafter. If we tell them that 
the way of transgressors is hard, and that the ways of 
wisdom are pleasant and that all her paths are peace, 
they think they know better. They are persuaded 
that this is a most licentions doctrine, and dangerous to 
the morals of society. These deccived mortals are con- 
fident that onr text never meant what it says; they 
know its meaning, it means that the way of transgres- 


sors is easy and pleasant, but that it leads to hell in the 4 


future world; and the scripture which says; Wis. 
_dom’s ways are ways of pleasantness and all her paths 
“are peace,’? means that wisdom’s ways are unpleasant 
‘and all her paths are sorrow and trouble, but that they 
will lead at last to that safe and desired place of com. 
, fort and joy, where those who have toiled in her rugged 
| way, will witness the indescribable torments of their 
neighbors, who did not walk with them in this life, 

: Reader, whether you will hear, or whether you will 
forbear, it is duty which dictates the writer to tell you 
| that the way of transgressors is hard. The mistaken 
'notion that this is not true, is the real cause which leads 
the wicked in the way of transgression. If the tempta- 
tions to sin were not so eontrived as to hold out a pro- 
mise of present ease and enjoyment, they would never 
succeed. Whoever will look on this subject with the 
eye of reason, enlightened with experience, will see its 
truth as clearly as he can behold the sun in the heay- 
| ens in a cloudjess day. Now if this be granted, it is 
‘equally clear, that all this mighty host of clergy, who 
contend, that it is a licentious doctrine which teaches 
‘that virtue and vice are competently rewarded in this 
| life, are in the employment of error, and are giving to 
| temptation the only attraction that can possibly render 
lit fatal! 

The cry of licentious doctrine against universalism, 
has been so loud and terrific, that it has really frighten- 
ed many timid minds, who wonld disbelieve the erro- 
neous creed of which we have spoken, entirely, if this 





horrible noise could be silenced; but their fears aren. 


‘ 


; such that they seek for safety, by joining the general 
cry of licentious doctrine! Some, who have been 
known, by the clergy, to be dangerous to their craft, 
and been considered by them as mortal, and formidable 
enemies of their cause, have now learned to cry liten- 
tious doctrine! as loudly as they; this gives them 
great comfort, and they are willing to pay these criers 
with now and then a saintish smile. All this is to be 
expected. While pulling down the walls and castles 
of old Babylon, all sorts of filth and every species of 
vermin will be disturbed, and the air will sometimes be 
‘00 full of dust that the light of day will seem to be ob- 
scured. Bot, 

Reader, whether you will hear, or whether you will 
forbear, the time is come that the plain honest truth 
must be told, that the way of transgressors is hard. It 
is bere, in this life, that wicked men make their hell 
and torment themselves in it. And that sort of reli- 
gion, which excludes peace and enjoyment from its 
paths is the way of transgressors, and is hard. This re- 
ligion, like all other wickednees, is the tormentor of its 
votary. There is no false religion in the world tbat 
does not torment those who adhere to it, and there is 
no sin in the world which does not torment those who 
practice it. On the other hand, the true religion finds 
peace in believing and joy in the hely spirit, it finds 
that rest which remaineth for the people of God; and 
all the virtues to which the divine commandments in- 
vite us, are so many invaluable treasures, more to be 
desired than the most fine gold. H. B. 
MARRIED, 

In this City.—By the Rev. Mr. Sharp, Mr. John 
Low to Miss Betsy Kingsley. 

By the Rev. Mr. Lowell, Mr. Joshua P. Blanchard 
to Mrs. Lucretia Catherine Timmings Hill. 

In Roxbury.—By the Rev. Mr. Parkman, Capt. Jos 
eph N. Howe, jun. to Miss Elizabeth K. Harris, daugh- 
ter of Major Wm. Harris, of this city. 




















DIED, 

In this City. —Mrs, Lucy Jones, wife of Ephraim 
Jones, Esq. formerly of Concord. 

Mr. Wiliam Hamilton, aged 27. 

Mrs. Sarah Hunt, widow of the late Capt. Samuel 
Hunt, aged 86. 

Mrs. Abigai] Rand, aged 72. Mr. Zoeth Hopkins, of 
Brewster, aged 28, 

Mr. Samuel B, Perry, aged 30. 

Stoughton, “ass.— Miss Milley Holmes, aged 40. 

fn Gloucesier,— Widow Jane Wharf, aged 57. 
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